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the shadow of the military, the long period from 1954 to 1985 witnessed a
succession of military presidents, none of whom was elected in free and fair
elections. They also regard even the late stage of the first Peronist government
in Argentina (1952–55) as democratic though by then Perón had restricted the
dissemination of opposing viewpoints and was silencing dissent and persecut-
ing the opposition. None of these cases should be called democracies, but the
presence of elections and the prior or eventual alternation in office lead
Przeworski et al. to misclassify them as such.

Figure 1 graphs the annual mean scores for the region for the four measures
of democracy under discussion. For comparability, we normalized the values
so all the scores run from 0 to 1, and inverted where necessary so that higher
scores denote greater democracy. All four measures show a dramatic process
of democratization in the region between 1978 and 1989. Despite this conver-
gence, the four measures produce different perceptions about the process of
democratization in Latin America, with Freedom House being the outlier.

Our measure registers a lower level of democracy than the others for the
pre-1978 period, and it suggests a sharper contrast between the more demo-
cratic 1990s and the authoritarian past than the other measures. Both our mea-
sure and Freedom House scores show the region’s worst years to be 1976–77.
From then until 1990, both measures show a marked improvement in levels of
democracy. But Freedom House begins with a higher estimation of the level of
democracy in the region than the other measures and ends with a lower one, so
the slope of the line is flatter than it should be. As a result of tightened coding
standards over time, the Freedom House mean line gradually approaches our
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