General Pinochet 

Old alone
Dec 16th 2004 | SANTIAGO 
From The Economist print edition



A new indictment may not mean jail, but shows the ex-dictator's isolation
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Get article background
IS IT too late for Augusto Pinochet, now 89, to answer for the human-rights violations of his 1973-1990 dictatorship? Not according to Juan Guzmán, a Chilean judge, who on December 13th indicted the general, arguing that he is fit to stand trial for the disappearance or murder of ten of his regime's opponents, and, pending an appeal, ordered his house arrest.
This is not the first time that Mr Guzmán has challenged the health grounds that, in 2000, secured the former dictator's release from arrest in London. In December 2000, Mr Guzmán also charged General Pinochet, and put him under house arrest, in a case involving the execution of political prisoners by the “death caravan”, a military squad that toured Chile after the 1973 coup. However, an appeals court and the Supreme Court found that dementia rendered the old man unfit for trial. 
In the present case—which refers to crimes committed between 1975 and 1977, allegedly as part of Operation Condor, a plan devised by South American dictatorships to eliminate opposition—prosecution lawyers hope that he will at last face justice. The mood of the country has, they argue, changed over the last three years. Support for General Pinochet was undermined earlier this year by the discovery that, contrary to his supporters' belief that he did not profit from power, he held several secret bank accounts in the United States; and more recently by an official report revealing the full extent of the torture inflicted on political prisoners during his dictatorship, as well as its systematic, organised nature. 
The prosecutors' hopes may, however, be misplaced. Yes, there is evidence that the general's mental incapacity, although apparently progressive, may have been exaggerated. But he suffers from many physical ailments, including diabetes, a heart complaint and deafness, and it will be difficult for the courts to go back on their earlier ruling without losing too much face. Besides, court investigations in Chile tend to take so long that General Pinochet's age in itself makes a conviction unlikely. 
All the same, by declaring him fit to stand trial, Mr Guzmán has given a helping hand to two other judges who are investigating the 1974 assassination of General Carlos Prats, General Pinochet's predecessor as army commander, and the origin of the funds in General Pinochet's bank accounts. His committal to trial in either of these highly charged cases—even though it would, again, be more symbolic than effective—would only deepen the already deafening silence from the military and civilian supporters who, but a few years ago, would have jumped to his defence.
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Timeline: The Pinochet case 

Below is a guide to the key developments in the legal battle to prosecute Chile's Gen Augusto Pinochet for human rights abuses during his 1973-1990 military rule and for financial abuses. 
June 2005 
(7 June) 
Chilean appeals court lifts immunity from prosecution to allow trial for tax evasion. 

May 2005 
(20 May) 
Gen Pinochet suffers another mild stroke, say aides. 

March 2005 
(24 March) 
The Supreme Court rules Gen Pinochet cannot be tried over the 1974 assassination of his predecessor as Chile's army chief, Gen Carlos Prats, in a reversal of a December 2004 ruling. 

(16 March) 
A US Senate investigation finds Gen Pinochet hid more than $13m in dozens of secret bank accounts, sparking anger among his opponents at home and discomfiting even supporters. 

January 2005 
(14 January) 
Augusto Pinochet is freed from house arrest after his friends rallied to pay the $3,500 bail. 

(4 January) 
Chile's Supreme Court rules Augusto Pinochet is fit to stand trial on murder and kidnapping charges. 

December 2004 
(13 December) 
Augusto Pinochet is placed under house arrest on human rights charges. 

(2 December) 
A Chilean court strips Augusto Pinochet of his immunity over the murder of his predecessor as army chief. 

November 2004 
(25 November) 
Augusto Pinochet marks his 89th birthday amid news that a judge has frozen more of his assets. 

(10 November) 
The first ever major report on torture and detention, based on interviews with 35,000 former prisoners, is presented to the Chilean president. 

September 2004 
(25 September) 
Judge Juan Guzman questions Augusto Pinochet over the killings of political dissidents by Latin American governments in the 1970s and 1980s. 

August 2004 
(26 August) 
Chile's Supreme Court confirms a ruling stripping Augusto Pinochet of his immunity from prosecution. 

May 2004 
(28 May) 
A Chilean court strips former military leader Augusto Pinochet of his immunity from prosecution, in a ruling on the 1970s and 1980s crackdown by Latin American military governments on dissidents. 

July 2002 
(1 July 2002) 
Chile's Supreme Court upholds the ruling that found him mentally unfit to stand trial for human rights crimes during his 17-year rule. 

July 2001 
Pinochet charges suspended (9 July) 
A Chilean court suspends charges against General Pinochet, ruling that he is unfit to stand trial, and legal experts say he is unlikely to stand trial on any of the charges he faces in Chile. 

March 2001 
Pinochet 'must face trial' (8 March) 
The Santiago Court of Appeals rules that General Pinochet should stand trial, but only on charges of covering up murder and kidnappings, not of planning the crimes. 

February 2001 
Chile court hears Pinochet appeal (13 February) 
General Pinochet appeals to the Santiago Court of Appeals to overturn his house arrest and stop legal proceedings against him. His lawyers argue that he is too ill to stand trial and that evidence against him does not prove his guilt. 

Document 'destroys' Pinochet defence (8 February) 
A Chilean newspaper publishes what it claims are documents that show General Pinochet was aware of human rights abuses under his regime. Chilean authorities say they will investigate the authenticity of the documents. 

January 2001 
Pinochet arrest ordered (30 January) 
Judge Juan Guzman reissues an order for the arrest of General Pinochet, who is placed under house arrest. 

Judge questions Pinochet (16 January) 
Judge Guzman questions General Pinochet for two hours. The interrogation centres on the former military ruler's involvement with the Caravan of Death. 

Pinochet 'fit enough' for trial (16 January) 
Doctors examine General Pinochet at his home to determine if he is mentally fit to stand trial and conclude that he is mentally capable of undergoing interrogation. 

December 2000 
Army demands say in Pinochet case (6 December) 
The Chilean army plans to convene the National Security Council - which gives them a political say during moments of national crisis - to discuss a judge's order for the arrest of former military leader General Pinochet. 

Pinochet charged with kidnapping (1 December) 
A judge in Chile formally charges General Pinochet with kidnapping during his 1973-1990 dictatorship. 

November 2000 
Court orders more tests for Pinochet (2 November) 
A court orders that General Pinochet should undergo psychological and neurological tests before appearing in court. 

August 2000 
Chile president backs Pinochet verdict (9 August) 
Chile's President Ricardo Lagos urges the country to respect the decision of the Supreme Court to end General Pinochet's immunity from prosecution. 

Pinochet loses court battle (2 August) 
Supreme Court strips General Pinochet of his immunity from prosecution. 

July 2000 
Judges set to decide Pinochet's fate (25 July) 
Chile's Supreme Court begins its deliberations on whether General Pinochet should stand trial for alleged human rights abuses. 

Lawyers plead for Pinochet trial (21 July) 
Human rights lawyers urge Chile's Supreme Court to strip General Pinochet of his immunity from prosecution. 

Pinochet 'innocent' of death squad crimes (20 July) 
Lawyers for General Pinochet argue that he was not legally responsible for the actions of an army squad after the coup that brought him to power. 

April - June 2000 
New lead into Chile murder (30 June) 
Human rights activists say the release of US papers on the coup in Chile offer a new lead into the killing of American journalist Charles Horman. 

Soldier confirms Chile stadium killings (27 June) 
A former army officer in Chile admits that he saw prisoners taken off for execution at a stadium during General Pinochet's rule. 

Talks set to ease Pinochet rift (20 June) 
Chile and Spain hold talks aimed at restoring ties damaged by the arrest of General Pinochet. 

Pinochet appeal begins (9 June) 
Pinochet lawyers appeal against a court ruling that strips the former military ruler of his immunity from prosecution. 

Spain hails Pinochet decision (6 June) 
A Chilean court strips Pinochet of immunity from prosecution as a senator-for-life - a position he created for himself when he stood down in 1990. 

Pinochet hearings continue (28 April) 
Lawyers who want General Pinochet to be prosecuted put the case against him in court. 

January - March 2000 
Chile offers Pinochet new immunity (25 March) 
The Chilean Congress approves a measure designed to encourage General Pinochet to leave active politics. 

Pinochet opponent takes power (11 March) 
Socialist Ricardo Lagos, who won January's election, succeeds Christian Democrat Eduardo Frei and becomes the third democratically-elected president since General Pinochet stepped down in 1990. 

Pinochet awarded 'Oscar' (9 March) 
General Pinochet is awarded a symbolic Oscar by protesters who say he feigned sickness to avoid trial. 

Pressure grows on Pinochet (8 March) 
State prosecutors join human rights lawyers in bringing legal action against the former Chilean military leader. 

Pinochet wins legal costs (7 March) 
General Pinochet is awarded legal costs of up to $800,000, to be paid for by the UK taxpayer. 

Pinochet faces 'death caravan' charges (7 March) 
A Chilean judge begins moves to strip General Pinochet of his parliamentary immunity. 

Stark choice for Pinochet (5 March) 
Chile's Foreign Minister, Juan Gabriel Valdes says "General Augusto Pinochet must either be prepared to face trial in Chile or else be declared insane." 

Pinochet arrives in Chile (3 March) 
Chile's military leaders welcome General Pinochet in Santiago, a day after he was freed from 17-month house arrest in the UK. 

Pinochet set free (02 March) 
UK Home Secretary Jack Straw decides General Pinochet will not be extradited on torture charges and is free to leave Britain. 

Pinochet report challenged (22 February) 
France, Switzerland, Belgium and Spain lodge last-minute challenges to the medical report which declares the general unfit to stand trial. 

Pinochet 'brain damaged' (16 February) 
Spanish newspapers report what they say are details from the confidential medical report on General Pinochet. 

Pinochet opponents win minor victory (8 February) 
Opponents of General Pinochet gain ground in their legal battle to ensure he stands trial. 

Belgium begins Pinochet challenge (25 January) 
Belgium announces is to go to the International Court of Justice to challenge Mr Straw's decision on General Pinochet. 

Straw pressured over Pinochet report (21 January) 
The home secretary faces mounting criticism for keeping secret General Pinochet's medical reports. 

Anger over Pinochet decision (12 January) 
Following results of the medical tests, Home Secretary Straw says he is "minded" to release General Pinochet. 

Pinochet completes health check (5 January) 
A team of medical experts carry out tests on the general at a hospital in north London. 

October - December 1999 
Pinochet offered medical tests (5 November) 
The Home Office asks General Pinochet to undergo medical tests after his third stroke raises concerns he is unfit for extradition. 

Way cleared for extradition (8 October) 
A UK court rules that General Pinochet can be extradited to Spain to stand trial for torture and human rights charges. 

Pinochet excused court after strokes (6 October) 
General Pinochet is excused from appearing at a London hearing in his fight against extradition after a court hears he has recently suffered two minor strokes. 

April - September 1999 
Chile to fight Pinochet extradition (28 September) 
Chile says it will bring Spain before the United Nations' top court to contest their request for the extradition of General Pinochet from the UK. 

Pinochet ally in murder trial (15 September) 
A judge in Chile orders the intelligence service chief during the rule of General Pinochet to stand trial for murder. 

Pinochet: 'I'm a political prisoner' (18 July) 
General Pinochet says he regards himself as a political prisoner in Britain and strongly denies any direct role in human rights abuses. 

Straw blocks freedom for Pinochet (15 April) 
Home Secretary Straw rules that General Pinochet cannot go free, and allows Spain permission to go ahead with an extradition request. 

January - March 1999 
Straw considers Pinochet case (24 March) 
Mr Straw considers the latest legal complexities entangling Spanish attempts to extradite General Pinochet from Britain to face torture charges. 

Mixed emotions over Pinochet ruling (24 March) 
Opponents and supporters of General Pinochet cautiously welcome the Law Lords' ruling. 

Pinochet loses Lords case (24 March) 
General Pinochet loses his appeal for immunity from prosecution in a historic second ruling by the UK's highest court, but the Law Lords reduce the number of charges against him, and ask Home Secretary Straw to reconsider the case. 

Pinochet's moment of truth (24 March) 
General Pinochet waits to learn if the UK's highest court is to grant him immunity from prosecution. 

Judges rerun Pinochet hearing (18 January) 
Lawyers for General Pinochet make an unprecedented second appearance before the UK's highest court in a renewed attempt to block his extradition to Spain. 

Pinochet 'tortures not crimes against humanity' (27 January) 
General Pinochet's defence team argue that he cannot be accused of crimes against humanity because the human rights abuses that allegedly occurred during his regime did not happen in a time of war - and that the notion of crimes against humanity implies wartime activity. 

I'll die in Britain, predicts Pinochet (17 January) 
General Pinochet reportedly tells his family he is resigned to dying in the UK if necessary. 

October 1998 - December 1998 
Pinochet gets new hearing (17 December) 
The UK Law Lords rule that General Pinochet can have a fresh hearing into whether he is immune from prosecution, setting aside an earlier Law Lords ruling. 

Pinochet to challenge Straw decision (14 December) 
Lawyers acting for General Pinochet announce plans to challenge the UK home secretary's decision authorising the extradition process. 

Pinochet's letter to Chile (12 December) 
A letter is released from General Pinochet to the Chilean people which he describes as his "political testament". 

Chile cuts contacts with UK (12 December) 
The Chilean Government announces a series of measures taken following the UK's decision not to send General Pinochet back to Chile. 

Defiant Pinochet blasts 'Spanish lies' (11 December) 
General Pinochet makes a brief appearance in court, during which he insists that no court other than a Chilean one has the right to try him. 

Straw gives go-ahead for extradition bid (9 December) 
Mr Straw rejects appeals by General Pinochet's lawyers and allows the extradition case to go ahead. 

Lords rule against Pinochet (25 November) 
The Law Lords rule that General Pinochet can face an attempt to extradite him to Spain, dismissing an earlier ruling by the High Court that as a former head of state he is immune from prosecution. 

Defiant Pinochet breaks his silence (8 November) 
In his first public statement since his arrest, General Pinochet vows to fight extradition attempts "with all my spirit". Statement in full (8 November) 

Pinochet bailed (30 October) 
General Pinochet is bailed at London's High Court while the House of Lords decides if he has immunity from prosecution. 

Pinochet arrest ruled unlawful (28 October) 
General Pinochet succeeds in a legal challenge against his arrest and detention in the UK at the High Court in London, arguing that his arrest was unlawful. 

Chileans react with disbelief (18 October) 
In Chile, news of the arrest is greeted with disbelief, and a mixture of anger and delight. 

Pinochet arrested (17 October) 
General Pinochet is arrested in London on a warrant from Spain requesting his extradition on murder charges. 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/world/americas/1209914.stm
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Pinochet bank report angers Chile 

	By Clinton Porteous 
BBC News, Santiago 


Relatives of victims in Chile have demanded extra compensation after a US Senate report revealed that former President Augusto Pinochet had at least US $13 million (£6.7 m) stowed away in 125 bank accounts. 
They said the money should be recovered and handed back to the families of victims of his 17-year military government. 

"The millions of dollars that Pinochet has robbed should be dedicated to making reparations to the thousands of victims," Fabiola Letelier told the BBC. 

She is a human rights lawyer and lost her brother Orlando Letelier, who was a former Chilean ambassador, in an infamous car bombing in Washington in 1976. 

"This is confirmation that Pinochet is not only an international criminal, responsible for the disappearance for people, but also that he is corrupt," she said. 

Report fallout 
On the streets of the capital, Santiago, there appeared to be broad agreement. The general view was that Gen Pinochet should at least pay back the money that was hidden away. 

"If you steal something you should give it back," said 32-year Claudio Rubilar, a civil engineer. 

Bakery assistant, Mary Vasquez, had the same opinion, although her work colleague, Anna Ortiz, disagreed. "He is so old now, I think it has become persecution," she said. 

The US Senate report into Gen Pinochet's financial dealings was a major talking point in Chile after it received blanket media coverage. 

There was immediate fallout, with the current head of the army, Juan Emilio Cheyre, acknowledging that two serving colonels had been named in the report, but saying they had already made declarations to the Chilean judge investigating the case. 

"They should not be prejudged," he said. 

'Legal sandwich' 
But Gen Pinochet's chief lawyer Pablo Rodriguez was his usual forceful self and described the US report as "a real joke". 

Mr Rodriguez criticised the report at the end of a Supreme Court hearing that will soon decide whether the general should be stripped of his legal immunity and investigated over the assassination of a former army chief, Gen Carlos Prats. 

Gen Pinochet has already been charged over the disappearance of nine people and the murder of another during an international security campaign known as Operation Condor. 

The 89-year-old appears to be caught in a legal sandwich with allegations of human rights abuses on one side, and corruption on the other. 

Trial looming 
The biggest impact of the US Senate report appears to be the depiction of the size and complexity of the web of bank accounts. 

Before, Chileans had snatches of information about the general's hidden wealth, but now there is a roadmap. 

It is a roadmap that details some 125 accounts with four major banks, and the use of false names and passports. 

But for all this information one burning question remains: "Where did the money come from originally?" 

The man charged with answering that question is Judge Sergio Munoz, who is investigating accusations of fraud and tax evasion. 

Gen Pinochet has never faced trial, but his day in court appears to be getting closer. 

The only thing that might save him is poor health. 

Story from BBC NEWS:
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