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David Victor’s 
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The Challenge!

• How do we help students to 
observe cultural differences 
that otherwise would go 
unnoticed?

• How do we help students to 
understand cultural differences 
as more than just simply, “Hey, 
look at how weird that is!”

• How can we help students to 
find a context within which they 
can interpret cultural 
differences?
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LESCANT PHOTO DATABASE
http://www.laits.utexas.edu/lescant/
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Center for Open Educational Resources and Language Learning (COERLL)
http://www.coerll.utexas.edu/coerll/projects/lescant
Center for International Business Education and Research - UT Austin (CIBER)
http://www.mccombs.utexas.edu/centers/ciber/
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Language
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Environment
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Social Organization
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Context

Monday, November 14, 11



Authority

Monday, November 14, 11



Non-Verbal
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Time
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Multiple Uses for 
Photo Database

• Pre-Departure Preparation

• In-Country Analysis

• Peer Collaboration

• Post-Trip Review

• Non-traveling Learning

Monday, November 14, 11



Database searches 
can be sorted

• By LESCANT topic

• By Country

• By City

• By Author (contributor)
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Thumbnail Page
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Entering the 
Contents

• Find a photo that represents a 
cultural difference between 
your culture and that of another.

• Identify which LESCANT 
category is represented in the 
photo.

• Using the LESCANT model, 
describe the cultural difference.

• Enter blog comments on 
photos of others.
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Language: Example Shanghai, China
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Environment: Example Tianjin, China
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Social Organization: 
Example Shanghai, China
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Authority: Example Dusseldorf, Germany
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Non-Verbal: Example Lyon, France
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Time: Example Pérouges, France

Monday, November 14, 11



Discussion Blog 
Comments

• Provides for collaboration 
among students

• Allows the community to 
participate in the database

• Gives insights from the 
students’ perspective
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Authority : Discussion 
Blog Beijing, China
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Environment: Discussion 
Blog Hangzhou, China
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Next Steps

• Pre-Departure Video and 
LESCANT Preparation

• COERLL Site: http://www.coerll.utexas.edu/coerll/news/
study-abroad-reasons-and-resources

• YouTube Site: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v=YMYHURpG7iY

• Video-Based Database with 
LESCANT Analysis

• http://www.youtube.com/user/orlandocourses

• Instructor Access for Sorting 
and Discussion
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Thank you!

Orlando R. Kelm
Associate Director of Business 
Language Education, UT-CIBER

orkelm@mail.utexas.edu
orlandokelm.wordpress.com
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