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A	
  Dynasty	
  is	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  rulers	
  from	
  the	
  same	
  family.	
  
•  Historically,	
  royal	
  rule	
  was	
  descended	
  from	
  father	
  to	
  son.	
  
DYNASTIC	
  CYCLE	
  
1.  Emperor	
  comes	
  to	
  power	
  and	
  gains	
  the	
  Mandate	
  of	
  Heaven.	
  
2.  Upward	
  rise	
  (wealth	
  and	
  populaLon	
  increase)	
  to	
  peak.	
  
3.  Downward	
  spiral	
  (natural	
  disasters,	
  corrupLon,	
  etc.).	
  
4.  Emperor	
  loses	
  the	
  Mandate	
  of	
  Heaven.	
  
5.  Civil	
  war	
  unLl	
  a	
  new	
  emperor	
  comes	
  to	
  power.	
  
MANDATE	
  OF	
  HEAVEN	
  –	
  Described	
  by	
  philosopher	
  Mencius	
  
•  Belief	
  that	
  the	
  emperor	
  was	
  chosen	
  by	
  heaven	
  to	
  rule.	
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•  If	
  you	
  answered	
  all	
  A’s:	
  
•  Qin	
  Shi	
  Huang:	
  First	
  emperor	
  of	
  China,	
  
founder	
  of	
  Qin	
  Dynasty	
  (260	
  B.C.	
  to	
  210	
  B.C.)	
  

•  Personality	
  Traits:	
  
Ruthless,	
  cruel,	
  military	
  genius,	
  paranoid,	
  
repressive,	
  great	
  builder,	
  obsessed	
  with	
  his	
  
own	
  mortality,	
  standardizer,	
  anL-­‐intellectual	
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•  Emperor	
  Tang	
  Xuanzong:	
  Sixth	
  emperor	
  of	
  the	
  
Tang	
  Dynasty	
  (A.D.	
  712	
  to	
  A.D.	
  756)	
  

•  Personality	
  Traits:	
  
Hardworking	
  and	
  diligent,	
  reformist,	
  employed	
  
capable	
  ministers,	
  internaLonalist,	
  patron	
  of	
  
the	
  arts,	
  obsessed	
  with	
  pleasure-­‐seeking,	
  
delegated	
  too	
  much	
  power	
  to	
  underlings	
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•  Emperor	
  Huizong:	
  Eighth	
  emperor	
  of	
  the	
  Song	
  
Dynasty	
  (A.D.	
  1082	
  to	
  A.D.	
  1135)	
  

•  Personality	
  Traits:	
  
Extremely	
  talented	
  arLst,	
  musician,	
  poet	
  and	
  
calligrapher,	
  sensiLve,	
  sophisLcated,	
  religious,	
  
weak	
  and	
  incompetent	
  leader,	
  obsessed	
  with	
  
ceramics	
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Cultural	
  
RevoluLon	
  

Chinese	
  Civil	
  
War	
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•  Founded	
  as	
  fishing	
  village	
  in	
  10th	
  century	
  
•  Codon	
  producLon	
  &	
  manufacturing	
  center	
  
•  Exports	
  grew	
  to	
  silk,	
  spices,	
  &	
  ferLlizer	
  

with	
  trade	
  routes	
  stretching	
  to	
  Persia	
  

•  Weak	
  central	
  government	
  control	
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•  Opium	
  war	
  of	
  1839	
  

•  Treaty	
  of	
  Nanjing	
  –	
  opened	
  trade	
  and	
  internaLonal	
  influence	
  
•  Foreign	
  concessions	
  –	
  Shanghai	
  divided	
  into	
  Eastern	
  &	
  

Western	
  city	
  

•  Chinese	
  gangsters	
  &	
  warlords	
  badled	
  for	
  control	
  of	
  the	
  Opium	
  
trade	
  in	
  Shanghai	
  in	
  the	
  1920s	
  &	
  30s	
  

•  World	
  War	
  II	
  –	
  Japanese	
  occupancy	
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•  People’s	
  Republic	
  of	
  China	
  –	
  1949	
  
•  Rights	
  restricted	
  and	
  capital	
  development	
  
ceased	
  

•  Service	
  businesses	
  moved	
  to	
  Hong	
  Kong	
  

•  Maoist	
  era	
  &	
  Cultural	
  RevoluLon	
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•  1992	
  –	
  economic	
  restricLons	
  were	
  reduced	
  
•  Became	
  economic	
  hub	
  of	
  East	
  Asia	
  
•  Rapid	
  growth	
  for	
  next	
  20	
  years	
  
•  More	
  progressive	
  culture,	
  although	
  not	
  as	
  much	
  as	
  Hong	
  Kong	
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•  About	
  500,000	
  years	
  ago,	
  the	
  
ancestors	
  of	
  the	
  Chinese	
  (known	
  
as	
  the	
  Peking	
  man),	
  resided	
  just	
  
50	
  km	
  southwest	
  of	
  Beijing.	
  

•  Beijing	
  is	
  located	
  in	
  a	
  strategically	
  
advantageous	
  locaLon	
  for	
  
development.	
  It's	
  situated	
  on	
  a	
  
small	
  plain	
  with	
  three	
  sides	
  closed	
  
off	
  with	
  surrounding	
  mountains,	
  
and	
  expansive	
  rolling	
  plains	
  to	
  the	
  
south.	
  

•  Beijing	
  is	
  also	
  know	
  as	
  Peking	
  and	
  
is	
  the	
  poliLcal,	
  educaLonal,	
  and	
  
cultural	
  center	
  of	
  the	
  country.	
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•  ConstrucLon	
  of	
  the	
  Great	
  
Wall	
  began	
  in	
  the	
  5th	
  
century	
  BC	
  

•  The	
  Great	
  Wall	
  is	
  over	
  5500	
  
miles	
  long	
  

•  Over	
  1	
  Million	
  people	
  died	
  
construcLng	
  the	
  Great	
  Wall	
  

•  The	
  wall	
  is	
  at	
  most	
  30	
  feet	
  
wide	
  and	
  is	
  NOT	
  visible	
  
from	
  the	
  moon	
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•  ConstrucLon	
  of	
  
the	
  Forbidden	
  City	
  lasted	
  
nearly	
  15	
  years	
  (1406	
  to	
  
1420)	
  and	
  was	
  home	
  to	
  a	
  
number	
  of	
  Emperors.	
  	
  

•  Tiananmen	
  Square	
  is	
  
the	
  largest	
  city	
  square	
  in	
  
the	
  world	
  (440,000	
  m²)	
  

•  The	
  square	
  was	
  the	
  
center	
  of	
  the	
  June	
  1989	
  
protests.	
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•  PopulaLon:	
  22	
  Million	
  
•  Beijing	
  is	
  home	
  to	
  26	
  Fortune	
  
Global	
  500	
  companies,	
  the	
  
third	
  most	
  in	
  the	
  world	
  behind	
  
Tokyo	
  and	
  Paris	
  

•  Finance	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  
important	
  industries	
  

•  “China's	
  Silicon	
  Valley”	
  and	
  
most	
  of	
  its	
  pharmaceuLcal	
  
business	
  is	
  located	
  within	
  
Beijing	
  

•  Beijing	
  hosted	
  the	
  2008	
  
Olympics.	
  


