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 ترجمه

I study  

I study electrical engineering 

everybody, all 

family 

except 

husband/spouse 

very much, a lot 

crowded 

11 _1 _Vocabulary 

Key words: Before you begins, learn to recognize the following key words. You have 

already leaned some of them.  

Vocabulary 

Exercise 

Pronunciation 

Conversation 

Have a conversation 

Watch and listen 

Culture  

Grammar 

Translate 

Reading 

Spoken/ Written  

Listen to the audio file and write the sentences you hear.  

11 _0 _KeyWords 
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 Weeks of the day 

……………. ……………. 

……………. ……………. 

……………. ……………. 

 Tuesday 

……………. ……………. 

 Thursday 

 Friday 

 

Complete the charts and learn the vocabulary.  

 

 

 

 

 

today 

...................... 

.................... 

Last night 

crowdedness 

weather/ Austin ’ s weather 

also 

summer 

winter 

a little  

degree centigrade 

11 _1 _VocabularySentencesSpoken 

Listen to the audio file. You will hear the same sentences you heard in the previous audio 

file, but this time they are in spoken form. Underline the words that are pronounced differ-

ently in the spoken form, or underline the part of the sentence that changes and indicate 

how it has changed. Please note that sometimes a word ’ s spoken form and written form 

are both correct in spoken Persian, and in this sense there are two spoken versions of 

the word. . For example, in this audio file, you will hear both کمي and يه کم for the spoken 

form of کمي.   
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Fill in the blanks with information about yourself. 
 

Fill in the blanks with the new vocabulary from Unit 11.  
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 بُن ِ حال 

Present stem  

 حال

 present  

 مصدر

infinitive 

    

   

   

   

   

 …   

…  
 

…   

…    

…   
 

Review the Verbs You Know  

 

A. In Class. You know at least one use for each of the following verbs. Use the present-

tense stem to conjugate the following verbs in the present tense for the first person singu-

lar. Then use the correct conjugation for each verb to complete the sentences below. Be 

prepared to discuss with your classmates the possibility of using different verbs from the 

chart to complete the sentences.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

together

professor

At home – Listen to the audio file and check your chart again. Make sure you have writ-

ten the correct form of the first person singular of the verbs  

 بُن ِ حال 

Present stem  

 حال

 present  

 مصدر

infinitive 

…    

…    

…   

  

 

  

 

…    

…    

   

…   

 …   

11 _1 _VocabularyVerbs 



Shahsavari-Atwood  6 

 

A. Find out from your classmates in Persian:  

1. What time they go home on Thursdays. 

2. If they are coming to the university on Friday. 

3. What time they eat dinner. 

4. If they think that this city is very crowded. 

5. If they have a friend who studies music ( (موسيقي .  

6. What they will do on Sunday. 

7. Where they family lives.  

8.  How many classes they have today. ( class: کلاس)  

 

Ask Your Classmates 

B. Find out from your classmates in Persian:  

1. What time will they come to the university on Friday. 

2. If their father/mother/brother/sister was a student at this university. 

3. If they think the weather will be cold or hot tomorrow. ( to think: فکر کردن, you think: 

کنيد فکر مي )  

4. If they have a friend that studies nursery ( (پرستاري .  

5. If they have a friend who studies electrical engineering.  

6. If their family lives in this city. 

7. What they will eat for lunch/dinner today.  

8. If they like crowded cities.  



Shahsavari-Atwood  7 

 

 

Stage 1: Listen for the big picture. Try to understand the main ideas and begin to formu-

late questions about specific information or expressions in order to prepare for Stage 2.  

Stage 2: Before listening a second time, jot down ( in Persian )  the questions you came 

up with in Stage 1. When you listen for a second time, focus on answering your questions 

and hunting for other specific pieces of information.  

Stage 3: Listen a third and think about how ideas are being expressed. Focus on listening 

closely to details of language use, including pronunciation, structure, and the flow of 

ideas.  

A. At home, use these strategies to listen to  نيما and write as much information as you 

can, with as much vocabulary as you can about the following. Try to write in written form.   

B. In class, discuss with a partner what you learned about .  

11 _2 _video1 _from :01 - :43 
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Grammar: Interrogatives   

 question and answer 

Undoubtedly, learning to have a conversation in Persian is one of your goals in this class. 

And a conversation in its most basic form consists of asking questions and listening to 

answers, and listening to questions and giving answers. Therefore, it is imperative that 

you learn the words and structures necessary to ask questions and give answers.  

Asking Questions:  

You have already learned some the question words in Persian. Below you will find a more 

complete ( but not exhaustive )  list of question words. Listen to the audio file and repeat 

each word. As always, the spoken forms of these words are included in parentheses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1- Most question words in Persian are pretty straight-forward. However, there are a cou-

ple of things to keep in mind:  

Look at the first word given for “ when ”  and the spoken form of “ w ho. ”  What do you 

notice? Even though they are spelled the same, do they have the same pronunciation? 

Practice saying each word several times. If you see these two words written without the 

vowel markers, how will you be able to tell them apart? ……………………… 

2. Consider the following question: 

Why do you think that  را  follows ? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

11 _Grammar _1 

When 

Who 

Where 

Why 

What 

Which 

With whom 

How many 
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When کدام modifies a direct object, it automatically makes it specific. Why? Because the question 

“ like the English کدام w hich ”  is asking you to decide between a set of known choices and those 

options are, therefore, specific.  

 

3. Look at the following question:  

Let ’ s pull out the most basic part of this question:  

You know the word چه and you know the word  کلاس , but when they are put together what was 

added to the word  کلاس ? Hopefully you noticed that we added a  ي  to the end of the word for 

“ c lass. ”  This ي  is unstressed, which means we say it at the end of the word quickly and 

unceremoniously, without emphasizing its presence. The unstressed  ي has several grammatical 

functions in Persian, but for now remember that when a noun follows the word چه, we usually add 

an unstressed ي.  

Try combing the following words. Once you are done, listen to the audio file and repeat the an-

swers, paying special attention to the end of the noun. 

 

 

(opportunity ) 

Answering Questions:  

Look carefully at the following examples of questions and answers. Listen to the audio file as you 

read and pay special attention to the intonation of a question: 

 

 

 

 .کنيم در اِصفَهان زندگي مي -کنيد؟  در کجا زندگي مي -۱

 .(سه تا کتاب روي ميز هست -چند تا کتاب روي ميز هست؟ ) -۲

 . دهد اين استاد در دانشگاه تگزاس درس مي -؟  (teaches)دهد  اين استاد در کدام دانشگاه درس مي -۳

How do the question and the answer compare in terms of structure?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………… 

11 _Grammar _3 

11 _Grammar _2 
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When we answer a question in Persian, we simply replace the question word with the appropriate 

answer. Unlike English, we don ’ t change the order of the sentence between the question and 

answer.  

You ’ l l remember this rule from basic yes-or-no questions. How did we change a statement into 

a question in those cases? What is the role of  آيا?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………… 

 

  

Fill in the blank using the appropriate question word.   

 

*We never use   درس خواندنto describe our study of a particular field ( e.g. math, 

physics, etc. ) . Instead, we use  خواندن by itself.  درس خواندن just refers to the intransitive 

act of studying:  



Shahsavari-Atwood  11 

 

 

 

At home, listen to the audio file and write answers to the questions you hear. Use com-

plete sentences. The questions are asked in spoken form but you should answer in writ-

ten form. Be prepared to read your answers in class! 

 

In class, you will pick one of your answers and it read it aloud for the class. Your class-

mates must guess which question it answers!  

 

Write five questions for your classmates. Be sure to include new vocabulary and the 

question words from this unit.  

 

 

Ask your classmates the questions you have written and listen carefully to their answers. 

Your teacher will ask you what you have found out about them! 

11_Grammar_4 

http://learnpersian.wikidot.com/local--files/page-11/11_4_Grammar_2.mp3
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Work with a classmate and for each of the following underlined words ask a question that 

seeks the indicated information.  



Shahsavari-Atwood  13 

 

The intonation of questions is crucial to the rhythm of conversations in Persian. Now that 

we know how to ask questions in Persian, let’ s  practice approximating the proper into-

nation!  

1- Listen and repeat. Try to mimic what you hear. Focus on recreating the sounds and 

intonation, but don ’ t worry about meaning.  

 

2- Listen to the following yes-no questions and repeat them. Pay attention to the rising 

tone.  

 

 

3- Now listen to the same questions again. This time the answer to the question will fol-

low each one. Repeat the sentences for yourself.  

  

 

 

4- Now listen to the following set of questions, called tag questions. The first part is not a 

question but the second part asks for confirmation. Repeat the sentences for yourself.  

11 _pronunciation _1 

11 _pronunciation _2 

11 _pronunciation _3 

11 _pronunciation _4 
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5- Now listen to a few more questions. Pay attention to the raising town. Where does it happen? 

Write the words upon which you hear the stress.  

6 – Now read these questions. 

7- Now listen to the audio file which include the sentences you just read.  

 

8– You heard the following sentences in exercise #4 of this section.  Now listen to the 

audio file and find out how the sentences you hear are different from the following sentences. 

9– Record yourself reading the following questions aloud. submit the file to your instructor for 

feedback.    

 

11 _4 _pronunciation_ 5  

11 _4 _pronunciation_ 6  

11 _4 _pronunciation_ 7  
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A. At home, watch the video and answer the following question in full sentences.   

that

 

B. In class, work with your partner to create a new voice-over for the video, one that tells 

his story in third person. Present your voice-over to the class.  

11 _5 _video1 _from :01 - :43 
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Watch the video of   رها  and answer the following questions.  

1 – How does she pronounce را ? 

2 – Prepare for class: Write a short biography for Raha with the information you have. 

Use Written form when you write your text. In class, read your classmates ’  biographies. 

3 – Listen again to Raha, and write what she says.  

4 - Prepare for class: Based on what Raha says, we can ask several questions. Some 

examples are included below. Try to complete the questions. Play close attention to the 

structure and learn how to ask these questions so you can ask your classmates about 

Raha without looking. Write three questions of your own.  

 

11 _6 _video2 
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Culture: The Iranian Calendar  

 

Go to  http://www.iranchamber.com/calendar/converter/iranian _calendar _converter.php/ 

and look up your birthday on the Iranian calendar. Write it here:  

…………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

Try looking up three holidays and other dates that are important to you:  

 Christmas  2011    4 Dey 1390  

...........................................   …………………………………….. 

…………………………………  …………………………………….. 

…………………………………  …………………………………….. 

 

What do you notice about the months and years on the Iranian calendar? How do they 

correspond to the Gregorian calendar that most countries in North America and Europe 

use?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

http://payvand.com/calendar/
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The year according to the Iranian calendar is based on one of the most important events 

in Islamic history, namely Mohammad ’ s move from Mecca to Medina in 622 CE. How 

would you convert the year from the Gregorian calendar to the Iranian calendar? And vice

-versa? ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Try converting the following years on the Iranian calendar to the Gregorian calendar: 

   1356 = ………………………….. 

   1276 = …………………………. 

   1377 = …………………………. 

Browse the internet and try to figure out what important events in Iranian history took 

place on those dates.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

In this unit, you have learned the words for the various days of the week. Based on the 

numbering system we use to count the days of the week, can you guess what day is the 

first day of the week on the Iranian calendar? What is the last day?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

The Iranian calendar, which is the official calendar in Iran and Afghanistan, is solar-based 

calendar, whose months correspond with the Zodiac signs. The Iranian calendar begins 

on the first day of spring or the vernal equinox, the exact time of which is determined by 

astronomical observations in Tehran and usually falls on March 21.  

 

Use the website above and your new knowledge about the start of the Iranian calendar to 

discover the names of the months. Write the months in Persian and indicate what months 

they correspond to on the Gregorian calendar. Check your answers with your instructor.  
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Now try to categorize the months of the year according to the season in which they oc-

cur. Keep in mind when the Iranian calendar starts, and check your answers with your 

instructor.  

 

Listen to the audio file to check your answers. Write the vowels for each word. Learn 

how to pronounce the months, especially your 

birth month!  

 

 

Listen to the audio file and learn how Iranians pro-

nounce the months in Gregorian calendar.   

 

In class, ask your classmates when their birthday is. Are you older than بزرگ تر از  ) )  or 

younger than کوچک تر از ) ) t hem?  

Example:  

-  

 

 

    

    

    

 

11 _7 _Culture1 

11 _7 _Culture2 
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So far you have learned how to describe actions using the present-tense. In Persian, the 

present-tense is much more versatile than it is in English. We can use the present-tense 

in Persian to refer to actions that are happening right now, will happen in the future, or 

happen habitually. However, we require several tenses to describe actions that take 

describes actions , the simple past, The first past tense you will learn. place in the past

that were completed in the past but not over a period of time.   

Examine the following example:  

Use the information you know in the sentence to try to translate it:  

……………………………………………………… 

We will explain more clearly how to form the simple past below, but for now can you 

explain why we have used the simple past in this sentence?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Forming the Simple Past 

Look at the verb in the example sentence above. What is the infinitive for this verb?  

Say the Persian infinitive “to eat” and then the conjugation “I ate.” How do the two 

compare? What is the relationship between the infinitive and the conjugation? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

The simple past tense in Persian follows this pattern:  

 

Past-Tense 

Stem + 
Personal Verb 

Endings 

Simple Past

 
to eat I ate 
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 خوردن

As you have probably already noticed, the past-tense stem—unlike the present-tense 

stem—depends on the infinitive. In order to derive the past-tense stem, we simply remove 

the  ن from the infinitive.  

 

 

 

The personal verb endings are the same endings we add to the present-tense verb 

conjugations. The only exception is the third-person singular (he/she/it); the past-tense 

conjugation for this person is always just the past-tense stem.  

How would you translate this sentence into Persian?  

Yesterday the professor had dinner with his mother.  

........................................................................................................................................ 

 

Now that you have a basic understanding of the steps required to form the past-tense 

conjugation, try filling in the following chart. Read the conjugations aloud as you write 

them:  

      

 

Negating the Past-Tense 

Look at the negating version of our sample sentence:  

What did we add to the past-tense conjugation to negate it? 

…………………………………………………………………..... 

 

With negation in mind, complete the following chart and read your answers as you write 

them:  

   

 

 من ندَاشتم ما  

 تو   شما  

 (اون)او    (اونا)ها  آن  

 خورد   خوردن
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1- First complete the chart, and then use the appropriate verb and conjugation to fill in the 

blanks below.  

 

۱۳-  

۱۱

 

2-  In class, listen to your teacher read the verbs in the chart for you. Pay close attention 

to the pronunciation of the verbs. With your classmates use these verbs to talk about your 

family, your siblings, your friends, or anyone else who comes to mind when you hear the 

verbs. Do not write these statements down. Instead, work on fluency. Try to be fast and 

grammatically correct. Pay close attention to subject-verb agreement when you are talk-

ing.  

 

*Note that we use this word to say “ I knew ”  in the past tense.  

 

 

past  present  

infinitive  
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3- The following sentences are in present-tense.  Change them into the past-tense, 

making sure you not only change the verb but also any time markers. Then, write the 

closest sentence you can write for the sentences in past in English. 

 

 .......................................................................... .بينم اما برادرش اينجا نيست فردا ليلي را مي -۱

..........................................................................1-  

 .......................................................................... .خواند خواهرم درس نمي -۲

..........................................................................2-  

 .......................................................................... امروز حال شما چطور است؟  -۳

.........................................................................3-  

 ......................................................................... . روند فردا جمعه است اما آنها به دانشگاه مي -۱

...........................................................................4-  

 ......................................................................... کني؟ کار مي امروز چه -۵

...........................................................................5-  

 ....................................................................... نگار چند خودکار دارد اما همه زير کتابش هستند روزنامه -۶

..........................................................................6-  

 ......................................................................... . ها است ي آن ي ما کنار خانه خانه -۷

..........................................................................7-  
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Ask the following questions from your friends and report what they did yesterday to the 

class.  

what else did you do

 

 

First, read the following sentence several times to yourself. Then complete the sentence 

with the appropriate words from this unit. Finally, translate the sentence into English as 

best you can.  

 

 

adjective-noun  

present progressive

In Unit 10, you learned this expression in spoken Persian:  

 
 

Do you remember what function the word plays in this sentence? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

We use the verb “to have” conjugated in the present tense as a way of emphasizing the 

fact that the action is happening right now. The conjugation of both verbs must match!  

 

Look at the examples below: 
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What do you notice about the sentence structure of these two examples? Where do the 

two verbs go in each sentence? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

You will notice that both examples are in parentheses, because this tense is used 

primarily in spoken Persian.  

 

 In class–  Work with a partner and describe the pictures below. Answer the following 

question.  
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Look at the weather information below and answer the following questions: 

1. Which cell shows the weather of Ardabil on Saturday?  

2. What are the provinces? 

3.   What are the dates?  

 

 
 

Reading Comprehension

Reading

At home, read the text silently and then aloud several times to practice pronunciation and 

fluency. Be prepared to read it aloud in class.  

 

In class, read through the caption for this picture and 

underline the word for delicious. What are other words you 

know in this text? Now try to say, “this food is delicious” in 

Persian!  

11 _8 _Reading 
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At home, read the following sentences. what is significant about the sentence structure? 

How do these sentences differ from the patterns we have learned so far? 

As you know, word order in written Persian usually requires that the verb come at the end 

of the sentence or clause. However, in spoken Persian there are exceptions to this rule, 

some of which we have encountered. Can you think of any examples? Write at least 

three below 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………... 

What is special about the verbs that you used in your example? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………… 

There is a category of verbs in Persian called  افعال حرکتيor verbs of motion, and in 

spoken Persian these verbs often come before their indirect objects. The verbs in the ex-

amples you provided above are obvious examples of verbs of motion. However, in Per-

sian words like “ to put ”  and “ to take ”  also fit into this category. Can you guess why? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………… 

In Persian the motion of the exchange of the object is taken into consideration, which is 

why verbs like “to put” and “to take” classify as verbs of motion in Persian. Can you list 

some other verbs (in English) that might qualify as verbs of motion in Persian? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

Look at the following words. which ones are in spoken form? 

Now, Listen to the audio files. You will hear 5 sentences in spoken form. Write them in 

Written form.  

 Written-Spoken 

11 _9 _SpokenWritten1 
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At home, read each sentence and underline the words which need to be changed in 

spoken form. Then, write the sentences in spoken form.  

: you will learn about the spoken form of this phrase in next unit.  

At home, listen to the audio file and check your answers.  

 

In class, use the spoken form to find out about your classmates.  

 

11 _9 _SpokenWritten2 
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At home, read the following sentences. Which one of the follow can be used in response 

to introducing people. Listen to the audio files to learn the pronunciation of the sentences. 

How do you think number one and number four are different? Which one can you use 

when you are leaving a party? 

Now, listen to the sentences and practice how to say them.  

 

In class, work with your classmate and create a very short conversation in which you 

meet somebody in a party, you start with greeting him/her, and then continue your con-

versation by asking about him/her and talking about yourself. Then say goodbye in an ap-

propriate way. You can choose to create imaginary characters.  

In class, listen to the audio file for the following conversation. Underline any words you do 

not know. Work with a partner to use context to figure out their meaning. 

 

11 _10 _Conversation1 

11 _10 _Conversation2 
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 Culture  

 

There is no equivalence in English for this word, but you cannot ignore it!  

Read this text in class with your instructor. 

  

 Writing

1- Write a paragraph and explain where you live, with who? If you like your city? What 

you like/dislike about it… .  

 

2- Go back and re-watch the videos about Nima and Raha. Write a paragraph in which 

you compare and contrast them.  
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