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12 _1 _Vocabulary 

every day  

sleep/ asleep (noun) 

to become - I become 

I wake up  

I wake up from sleep 

usually 

roommate  

I eat breakfast 

then, later on 

I teach/ to teach 

I both study and work. 

I also teach 

project 

often 

nights 

till 8 o’clock–  until 

week 

I exercise - to exercise 

swimming pool 

gym 

I play tennis 

12 _1 _Vocabulay _Spoken 

Key words: Before you begins, learn to recognize the following key word.   

to complete to use  page 12 _0 _KeyWord
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I run 

painting–  she paints 

sometimes 

Fridays 

I am very busy! 

always 

after 

I sleep - to sleep 

since tomorrow–  from ... 

holiday 

for 

last 

time 

the last time that... 

ago–  three years ago 

when (when she goes to school) 

grandmother 

She/he died 

to see/ I see/ for visiting 

history 

This year 

that, which, who  
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Fill in the blanks with information about yourself. 

 

 

 

 

Fill in the blanks with the new vocabulary from Unit 12. 

couch

hospital
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The following sentences are in the present tense. Change them into the past tense, 

making sure that you not only change the verb but also the relevant time markers. Then 

translate the past-tense sentence into English.  

  

anything

Review the verbs   

At home, first complete the following chart with the appropriate verbs. Then try to choose 

a subject for each verb and write sentences that include these verbs. Each sentence 

should have at least five words. 

In class, use all of these verbs to talk to your partner about yourself in the class. You also 

listen to your classmates when they talk about themselves. Share what you have learned 

with another group in the class.   

 

 
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

   

12 _1 _Vocabulary3 
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A. Find out from your classmates in Persian:  

1. What time they ate dinner yesterday. 

2. If they exercise, what they do, when and where. 

3. What they did on Sunday. 

4. If they sleep in class. 

5. When was the last time they saw their grandfather.   

6. If they sleep a lot when it is a holiday. 

7. Where they were 2 years ago. 

8. How many times they workout during a week. 

9. With whom they live. 

10. Why they live in this city.  

 

B. Find out from your classmates in Persian:  

1. If they were tired after class yesterday. 

2. If they always eat breakfast. If they ate breakfast yesterday and what they ate. 

3. If they have a swimming pool. 

4. Where they will go after class. 

5. On which days they come to the university. 

6. If they have a friend who studies electrical engineering.  

7. If they work out.  

8. When was the last time they went to the gym. 

9. If they were at this university a year ago.  

10. Why they like Persian.  

 

Ask your classmates 
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Stage 1: listen what is being said in general. Get the main ideas, and formulate questions 

about specific information or expressions for stage 2. 

Stage 2: Listen for the second time and ask yourself what specific information you get out 

of this video. Focus on answering your questions and finding specific information.  

Stage 3: Listen for the third time to find out how ideas are being expressed. Focus on 

close listening to details of language use, including focusing on pronunciation and struc-

ture.  

A. At home, use these strategies to listen to نيما and write as much information as you 

can, with as much vocabulary as you can about the following. Try to write in written form.   

B. In class, discuss with a partner what you learned about .  

 

 

12 _2 _video _from :43 - 1:51 
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A Note about Relative Clauses 

In this unit, you officially learned the word که , and it is useful to start thinking about how to 

use this word to create relative clauses in Persian. Consider the examples below:  

 

.  

 

What do you notice about the word that is being modified in each of the sentences? What 

transformations take place?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Ke clauses mark another use of the unstressed ye in Persian. Note that an unstressed ye 

is usually added to that thing or person that is described in more detail after the ke.  

Look at the examples above again. What do you notice about the structure of the sen-

tences? How are the two verbs organized?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

There are cases in which we do not add an unstressed ye to words modified by a ke 

clause. Consider the following examples.  

 

 .  

 

What do you notice about the words that are being described? Why do you think they 

don ’ t take an unstressed ye?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………… 

 

This discussion of the relative clause is just a first introduction to the concept. You will 

learn more about this structure in future units.  
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Think about the relationship between the following pairs:  

 کتاب  کتابي
 روز    روزي

 کالس  کالسي
While it is possible to translate the left column as [a book], [a day], and [a class], it is 

better not to think about this concept only in terms of the English indefinite article. By 

using the unstressed /i:/, which is traditionally called “ye e Nakare”, in this way, we are 

suggesting that the noun is less identifiable because the context or situation assumes 

less shared knowledge.  

 

Spelling Conventions  

-Words that end with consonants 

Look at the examples above again. All of the words in the right column end in a 

consonant. When a word ends in a consonant, how do we add an unstressed /ye/?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

-Words that end with ا or و 

Look at the following examples and try to determine how we add the indefinite /ye/ to 

words that   end with either و  or ا :  …………………………………………………………….. 

 

 دانشجويي   دانشجو

 جايي   جا 

 روزهايي   روزها

 

We have to affix two /ye/s to words that end with either vâv or alef. It is important to 

remember this convention because only one /ye/ after these two letters marks ezâfe and 

designates a connection to the following words, which will undoubtedly confuse the 

reader.  

-Words that end with ي 

Consider the following examples and listen to the audio file: 

 صندلي  اي صندلي  صندلي 

 

12 _3 _grammar1 

12 _3 _grammar2 

 /I:/ indefinite /i:/ traditionally called ye-e nakare  
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When a word ends with a ye and has an indefinite ye attached to it, you will see it written 

in one of two ways. Either the word will appear as it normally does but pronounced with 

an additional /ye/ or an unconnected alef and unconnected ye are written at the end of 

the word. While both are acceptable, we encourage you to use the latter in your own 

writing so you become more aware of your usage of this feature.  

 

-Words that end with  :هـ  

Look at the examples below and listen to the audio file. Practice saying the words with 

the indefinite ye. Can you determine the rule that governs the spelling convention?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………… 

 

It is important to write the unconnected alef  between the he  and the ye. Without it, we 

would once again be marking ezâfe and not indefiniteness.  

 

Indefiniteness and Yek (Ye) 

In this lesson, you learn the word yek (or ye in spoken), which can be also be used before 

words to create indefiniteness with singular nouns.  

Both forms are correct and common. Try to use both in your writing. Complete the 

following chart.  

 

 

 

 

Listen to the audio file, in which you will hear many words end in /i:/. Write them down 

and decide which ones are indefinite nouns.  

12_3_grammar3 

  

  

  

  

12_3_grammar4 
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Two Caveats  

1. Using an unstressed ye or the word yek to represent indefiniteness almost always 

applies to nouns that can be counted. Abstract nouns and nouns that represent broad 

categories (like bread or money) are assumed to be indefinite.  

 

2. Since the unstressed ye represent indefiniteness and râ marks specific direct objects, 

the two do not often come together. However, there are instances when a sentence will 

require both. In these cases, the direct object will be both specific (because it is known to 

the subject) and indefinite (because it is not indentified) and might equate to the English 

“a certain.”   

 

Look at the two examples below.  

Listen to the audio file and pay attention to the stress on کتاب and کيف.   

 

 

Our professor likes the book which is on table.  

My friend’s brother has the certain bag which he and I bought together 40 years ago.  

 

It is not often that you will see these two grammatical features side-by-side; however, it is 

useful to remember that it is possible and that this combination implies a very specific and 

nuanced meaning.  

 

In spoken, it is common to use “

”يه .  Look at the following examples:  

In spoken, it is also common to com-

bine these forms. Look at the following 

examples: 

 

12_3_grammar5 
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Make the following words indefinite and use them in a sentence. Make sure that your 

sentences are at least six words long. Include some sentences that use an unstressed ye 

as an indefinite marker and some that use yek.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For homework: On two index cards (1/2 of 3x5), write the names of two friends, relatives, 

or acquaintances (one name per card) and something unusual or special that they do.  

 

In class: We will put these cards in a basket. Each student will take two cards and find the 

person who wrote them by asking:  
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Use the sets of words below to write a sentence that uses . Try to use past-tense and 

present-tense verbs and make sure to include conjugations for a variety of pronouns.  

Work with a classmate and describe the following pictures. Be sure to use ke clauses in 

your descriptions. (pictures are all taken in Iran.) 
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Listen to the audio file and repeat the sentences. Pay attention to "e" at the end of each 

sentence. 

. 

These sentences you read were all in spoken form. Here are the written form for each: 

What does "e" stand for? ………………………….. 

What other differences do you see? underline them.  

12_4_pronunciation1 

 

  

The following text comes from Amir’s blog. At home, read the text and rewrite it in written 

form.  

 

 

 

Listen to Mahnaz and write a paragraph about her in written form.   

 
 

12_4_pronunciation2 

12_4_pronunciation3 
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B. At home, watch the video and answer the following question in full sentences.   

 

B. In Class, then, with the second off, work with your partner to create a new voice-over 

for the video, one that tells his story in third person. Present your voice-over to the class.  

 

 

12 _5 _video1 _from :43 - 1:51 
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They speak both English and Spanish. 

They have both a brother and a sister. 

Their father is a teacher or a nurse. 

They like either Justin Bieber or Rebecca Black. 

They both work and study. 

Yesterday after class they went home or to the library. 

The day before yesterday they went to the gym or the ice cream shop ( (بستني فروشي .  

 

They know both Persian and Arabic. 

They have both a pen and a notebook. 

Their mother is a homemaker or a lawyer. 

They like either Adele or Anastasia. 

They drink both tea and coffee. 

Last night they went to the movie theater or the library. 

The day before yesterday they went to the gym or a restaurant.  

12 _5 _video2 
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Culture: The Iranian Family   

Read the following text to learn about Iranian families and be able to complete the chart. 

“two-

veined”, as they say in Persian)
 

I've grown up in a bicultural household where we celebrate 

the New Year on January 1st and نوروز ( “ New Day ” )  on 

or around March 21st ( it varies from year to year since the 

is based on the astronomical vernal equinox سال نو ايراني ) . 

As kids my sisters and I ate hamburgers and french fries 

just as frequently as we gobbled up قورمه سبزي and فسنجان 

( d elicious hearty stews)  poured over پلو ( steamed 

white rice ) .  

 

Though my parents did not raise me speaking fluent Persian ( that I cultivated on my own at UT 

in classes such as this one! ) , I came to understand colloquial terms for family through observa-

tion as family members came to visit for weeks at a time, including my مادربزرگ ( or “ ”ماماني  or 

“ ”مامان جون ,  as I would call my grandmother ) ,  my پدربزرگ ( or “ ”بابا جون ,  as I would call my 

grandfather ) , and my عمو ( paternal uncle ) . In Iran, mothers are typically addressed by their 

children as “ ”مامان  or “ ”مامان جون ( “ m other dear ” )  and fathers are similarly addressed as 

“ ”بابا  or “ ”بابا جون  ( “ f ather dear ” ) .  However, these terms are not used exclusively by 

children to address their parents.  As you read, grandchildren as well as other young people also 

use these terms to address grandmothers, grandfathers, and other close elders. 

 

Family is a very integral component of Iranian culture.  In Iran, my عمّه نرگِس ( paternal Aunt 

Nargess )  always has her house full of my cousins running around, eating, playing guitar, danc-

ing to the latest Persian music videos, sleeping over, 

and texting on their cellphones in “ pinglish ”  

( P ersian in English font) .  Other extended family 

members will frequently come over to eat dinner, chat, 

and relax together up until the wee hours of the morn-

ing. 

 

In Persian, the terms for extended family members are 

not all lumped into general categories of aunts, uncles, 

and cousins as they are in English. Rather, Persian 

divides such family members into paternal and mater-

nal sides. For example, as you read above, my pater-

nal uncle is عمو and my paternal aunt is عمّه; but if I had a maternal Iranian aunt, she would be my 

 For example, when I visit Iran .دايي and if I had a maternal Iranian uncle, he would be my ,خاله

with my father, عمّه نرگس ‘ s children call my father دايي سِپِهر since he is their maternal uncle. 

 

The term for a cousin is similarly divided according to whether he or she is the son or daughter of 

my خاله ,عمّه ,عمو, or دايي. For example, my عمّه Nargess' daughter, Mahshid, is my دختر خاله. 

Following this formula, my عمو Sina's son is my پسر عمو. 

Dancing with my   

In the airport with my  
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I will be marrying an Iranian man next year, and this 

strong value of familial closeness in Iranian culture is 

represented in the way I address his parents. Unlike in 

American culture, where a man's wife typically ad-

dresses his parents as “ M r. ”  and “ Mrs. ”  or by their 

first names, I address my partner's parents endearingly 

and without reference to their first names, as if they are 

my own parents, with the terms “ ”مامان جون   and “ بابا 

”جون .  At first I feared that I might offend them with this lack of formality and signal of closeness, 

but it became clear to me over time that this was the most suitable way  for me to address them. 

It is important to note, however, that when first meeting someone, it is better to err on the side of 

formality. A fine balance must be found between politeness and cordiality, and in Persian there 

are many ways to address someone depending upon your temperament, character, and status. 

For example, my fiance's father addresses his wife respectfully as حاج خانم“ h aaj khaanum ”  

( “ p ilgrim lady ” ) .  I believe it takes some time and experience to understand Persian's terms of 

address and the appropriate contexts for each one. 

 

Boy, are there tons of stories I could get into about the trials and tribulations of being bicultural, of 

feeling like you're straddling two worlds without com-

pletely belonging in either; but as I look back on all the 

moments that made me cringe when I was younger--like 

being asked why I had a unibrow, or having my last 

name constantly mispronounced—I like to think that it all 

has given me a greater perspective of people and the 

world around me. يک دنيا ممنون ( “ a world of thanks ” )  

goes to all the people who, like yourselves, are commit-

ted to learning about other people, their languages, and 

their cultures, because such study facilitates cross-cultural understanding and peaceful coexis-

tence. 

“ A riana Haddad, The University of Texas at Austin ”  

 

At home, complete the following chart with the names of your cousins. In class, your classmate 

will use the chart to ask you if you have any cousins and what their names are.   

Eating dinner out with  

 يک صبح زود در تهران

     

     

     

12_6_culture 
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»«»«

 
Persian has at least six different demonstrative adjectives. You already know two and in 

this lesson you will learn two more. Read the following two words aloud:  

 

Does the second syllable of each word sound familiar? Where have you heard it before? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………… 

By adding  هم to  اين  and  آن we are making them more emphatic:  

 

 

 

 

 

  :are used in the following useful expressions همان  and همين 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In spoken Persian  همين is used by itself to mean “ that ’ s all ”  or “ that ’ s it. ”   

Try translating the following sentences into English:  

 

 

Demonstrative Pronouns 

Demonstrative adjectives can be used by themselves as pronouns, standing in for a 

known subject or object. Because Persian doesn ’ t have an exact equivalent to the Eng-

lish word “ it, ”  demonstratives pronouns are used to suggest that meaning.  

Translate the following sentences into English and note when a demonstrative pronoun 

means simply “ this/that ”  rather than “ it. ”  

 

 Right now 

 Right here 

 Right there 

 This very 

 That very 
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read the description to be able to do the exercise.  

 

At home, review the following chart. One column 

includes a few Persian phrases. The other includes 

their English equivalent. Explain the rule.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Look at the following sentences. They are both correct.  

 

correctincorrect

 

In Class,  tell your classmates that: 

These books on the tables are not your father’s. 

Those students (in the history class) study in the library. 

These cell phones in your bag are not yours. 

These kids in this picture  عکس are from Iran.  
 

In class,  ask your classmates if:  

They know these words: haft-sin and Yalda 

They know where those students went (the students in the history class). 

These classes are all English classes. 

These pencils on the floor are theirs. 

 

 
 

plural

this book 

these books 

that book 

those books 

this gentleman 

these gentlemen 
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  ESL 

 

 

 »«

 

rezajavdan@circuitcentre.com

7228=p?/com.shahrvand.www://http: Source 

1- Read the announcements for community events below and try to answer the following 

questions.  

What city are these announcements from? 

What type of events are advertised here? 

Try to find the Persian equivalents of the following words: 

church /adults / tournament 

 Local News 

Birth Certificate  

Job Posting

 

mailto:rezajavdan@circuitcentre.com
http://www.shahrvand.com/?p=7228


Shahsavari-Atwood  23 

 

2- Look at the first page of an Iranian birth certificate and answer the following questions. . 

- Guess the meaning of the following words: 

3- Look at the following adds and answer the following questions.  

 

A. What are two different qualifications which are needed in two adds? 

B. Do they both needs a person who knows English? 

C. Where are the places of the jobs? 

D. What are the words for “single” and “married”?  

 

   

 

  

  : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

   : 

 

 

 

 

Text From: http://www.vaseteh.com/ 
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At home, read the text silently and then aloud several times to practice pronunciation and 

fluency. Be prepared to read it aloud in class.   

In class, answer the following questions:  

۱

3- What is different about this year for بهرنگ? Why? 

 

4 –  What are a few words you do not know? Can you guess their meaning? 

 

Reading

12_7_reading 
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At home, Find your major in the list, learn how to pronounce it and completer the follow-

ing sentences.   

 

 

 

Try to find the name of your major if it is not 

listed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At home. Listen to the audio file and write a 

paragraph about Hamed and Farima.  
 

 
 

In class, Ask three classmates about their majors and be ready to tell the class about 

your classmates. 

 

 Biology 

 Communication 

 Asian Studies 

 Linguistics 

 Business 

 Middle Eastern Studies  

 Political Science 

 English 

 Persian Literature 

 Psychology 

 Sociology 

 Education 

 Anthropology 

 Radio, Television, Film  

 Electrical Engineering 

 Petroleum Engineering 

 Electrical Engineering 

 Art History 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

University Majors

 

 

12_8_vocabulary1 

12_8_vocabulary2 
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At home, you have been already introduced to educational system in Iran in unit 10.  Lis-

ten to the audio file and learn how  pronounce different levels in this educational system. 

Find the equivalent  for each in American system.  

-Watch an interesting documentary at: 
http://www.cultureunplugged.com/documentary/watch-online/play/5418/Iran--Education-for-All 

 
 

 

 

In class, find out from your classmates if someone in their family  

 is doing a PhD. 

 is in elementary school. 

is a high school teacher. 

12_8_vocabulary3 

 

»«

 

 

 

۱ ۲ 

۳ 

۴ 
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At home, Review the chart below, compare the sentences in   and   and 

underline the words which are different.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listen to the audio file and learn to say the following phrases.   

 

 

 

 

In class, talk to your classmates and tell 

them that: 

 

You will have dinner with her/him tonight. 

You will go to movie with them tomorrow 

night. 

If their parents live with them. 

If their mothers talks to them everyday.   

 

In class, describe this picture with the words 

you know.   

 

 Spoken-written 

12_9_written-spoken1 

12_9_written-spoken2 
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At home, listen to the following conversation. It is written in  . Practice how to ask for 

a few items, for example a kilo of cheese and a half a kilo of olives ( ) .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In class,  work with a partner and use what you have learned in this conversation to write 

a skit. Practice it and be prepared to perform it in class. Try to use the following 

sentences in your skits.  

 

you will use these sentences when you want somebody to repeat himself. 

You are saying "Excuse me. I did not understand. What did you say? Would you please 

say it again? 

store 

sliced chicken/chicken cold cuts 

anything else 

walnuts 

This too; and as for this 

“you’re welcome, it was nothing”;  it 

is also a sign of politeness before 

you accept the money you are 

12_10_conversation1 

12_10_conversation2 
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 you were telling me that I'm nothing without you 

 stay with me forever 

 if you're not be here, I'll die 

 flower without flower-vase, it's impossible (it can't be) 

 what a mistake I made 

 that i believed your words 

 a cold day in autumn 

 you broke your flower-vase 

 like the bride of flowers 

 you sat in the greenhouse 

 the spring will come again 

 they'll bring you again 

 like an ornamental flower 

 they'll plant you in greenhouse 

 you'll say to your (new) flower-vase again 

 stay with me forever" 

 you say "I'll die without you" 

 flower without flower-vase, it's impossible 

 what a mistake she makes 

 that she believes your words  

Read the lines and underline the words you know. Find the song on 

YouTube  by typing the first line.  Listen to the song and pay attention to 

how the singer pronounce the words. Use 3 new phrases you have learned 

in this song to write a very short dramatic play! And act it out in class.   
Translation: Vanda, Nooresabz  from  http://iraniansongstranslations.blogspot.com/search/label/
Googoosh 
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1- Write a paragraph  and explain what you study, in which university, if you are busy. 

2- Write a paragraph and explain what you are planning to do tomorrow. 

3- Write a paragraph and explain what you have to do tomorrow.  
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boyfriend 

girlfriend 


